
Unit 6: Learning 
Modules 26-30 

 (7-9%  of Exam) 
This section of the course introduces students to differences between learned and unlearned behavior. The 
primary focus is exploration of different kinds of learning, including classical conditioning, operant condition
and observational learning. The biological bases of behavior illustrate predispositions for learning. 
 

Essential Questions 
 

❏ How do we learn? 
❏ How can people know what 

they’ve learned? 
❏ How are associations importan

to remember? 
❏ How are consequences 

important to learning? 
 

❏ What are the most important 
aspects of Skinner’s 
experiments that have 
contributed to the 
understanding of learning? 

❏ How can you apply operant 
conditioning to your own life?  

❏ How do classical and operant 
conditioning differ? 

❏ How does biology constrain 
conditioning? 

❏ How does cognition affect 
conditioning? 

❏ How do classical and operant 
conditioning affect our sense of
personal control? 

❏ How important are role models
❏ How can you apply 

observational learning to your 
own life? 

 

Vocabulary to Master 
 

Module 26 
❏ Learning 
❏ Habituation 
❏ Associative 

learning 
❏ Stimulus 
❏ Cognitive 

learning 
❏ Classical 

conditioning 
❏ Behaviorism 
❏ Neutral 

stimulus (NS) 
❏ Unconditioned

response (UR) 
❏ Unconditioned

stimulus (US) 
❏ Conditioned 

response (CR) 

❏ Conditioned 
stimulus (CS) 

❏ Acquisition 
❏ Higher-order 

Conditioning 
❏ Extinction 
❏ Spontaneous 

recovery 
❏ Generalization 
❏ discrimination 

Module 27 
❏ Operant 

conditioning 
❏ Law of effect 
❏ Operant 

chamber 
❏ Reinforcement 
❏ Shaping 
❏ Discriminative 

stimulus 
❏ Positive 

reinforcement 

❏ Negative 
reinforcement 

❏ Primary 
reinforcer 

❏ Conditioned 
reinforcer 

❏ Reinforce- 
ment schedule 

❏ Continuous 
reinforce- 
Ment 

❏ Partial 
(intermittent) 
reinforcement 

❏ Fixed-ratio 
schedule 

❏ variable -ratio 
schedule 

❏ Fixed- 
interval 
schedule 

❏ Variable- 
interval 
schedule 

❏ punishment 
Module 28 

❏ biofeedback 
❏ Respondent 

behavior 
❏ Operant 

behavior 
Module 29 

❏ Cognitive 
map 

❏ Latent 
learning 

❏ Insight 
❏ Intrinsic 

motivation 

❏ Extrinsic 
motivation 

❏ Problem- 
based coping 

❏ Emotion- 
focused coping 

❏ Learned 
helplessness 

❏ External locus 
of control 

❏ Internal locus 
of control 

❏ self-control 
Module 30 

❏ Observational 
learning 

❏ Modeling 
❏ Mirror neurons 
❏ Prosocial 

behavior 

 

People to Know 
 

❏ Albert Bandura 
❏ John Garcia 

❏ Ivan Pavlov 
❏ Robert Rescorla 

❏ B.F. Skinner 
❏ Edward Thorndike

❏ Edward Tolman 
❏ John B. Watson 

 

Learning Targets adapted from the 2014 Psychology Course Description for AP Psychology     Essential Questions  and Topic Outline from Myers’ Psychology for AP (2n

ed).  



Created by Jaclyn Parslow 2017 

Learning Targets--Metacognition 

For each of the statements listed below, you’ll rate your level of understanding on a scale of 0-4. 
 0=Incomplete, 4=Advanced. You’ll complete this rating twice: once at the start of the unit and again at the end

I can distinguish general differences between principles of classical conditioning, operant conditioning and 
observational learning.  
                                                     Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can describe basic classical conditioning phenomena, such as acquisition, extinction, spontaneous recovery, 
generalization, discrimination, and higher-order learning. 

Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can predict the effects of operant conditioning. This means when presented with an operant conditioning 
scenario, I can accurately predict the type of reinforcement being used: positive reinforcement, negative reinforcement or 
punishment. 

Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can predict how practice, the schedules of reinforcement, and motivation will influence the quality of learning. 
Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can interpret graphs that exhibit the results of learning experiments. 
Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can provide examples of how biological constraints create learning predispositions. 
Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can describe the essential characteristics of insight learning, latent learning, and social learning. 
Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can apply learning principles to explain emotional learning, taste aversion, superstitious behavior, and learned 
helplessness. 

Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can suggest how behavior modification, biofeedback, coping strategies, and self-control can be used to address 
behavior problems. 

Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

I can identify key contributors in the psychology of learning (e.g. Albert Bandura, John Garcia, Ivan Pavlov, 
Robert Rescoria, B.F. Skinner, Edward Thorndike, Edward Tolman, John B. Watson) 

Start of the Unit_______________ End of the Unit_______________ 

 

Content/ Topic Outline Dates to Know 
 

● How do we learn? 
● Classical Conditioning 
● Operant Conditioning 
● Classical vs. Operant Conditioning 
● Biological constraints on Conditionin

● Cognition’s influence on 
Conditioning 

● Learning and Personal Control 
● Mirrors and imitation in the 

Brain 

Terms Quiz____________________________ 
 
Unit Exam_____________________________ 



● Observational Learning 

 


